Dancing eye syndrome and hyperphosphatasemia.
An 11-month-old boy with a relapsing dancing eye syndrome associated with elevation of serum alkaline phosphatase, lactate dehydrogenase, and aminotransferase activities is reported. During two clinical episodes the serum alkaline phosphatase activity increased up to four times the upper reference limit, remained elevated for a few weeks and normalized gradually in parallel with clinical improvement under steroid therapy. We found no evidence of liver or bone pathology nor of a neural crest tumor. The association between dancing eye syndrome and hyperphosphatasemia has not yet been described. The beneficial effect of the steroid therapy strengthens the hypothesis of an autoimmune origin.